WATER      UNDER      THE      BRIDGES
CHAPTER XVI
I
N 1924 it took about five days to get from London via Trieste to
Alexandria, and the only news which I received during the voyage
was a courteous wireless from the High Commissioner inviting
me to stay with him at the Residency on arrival. I had consequently
no inkling of the spate of telegrams which passed between the Foreign
Office and Lord Allenby, in which the latter, after protesting against,
and objecting in the most vigorous terms to, my appointment, finally
tendered his resignation in the event of my nomination being upheld.
I never even read them when I did reach Cairo, except the last of all
from the Foreign Office, which ended with the sentence, "We confi-
dently anticipate that you will receive Mr. H. with all due respect"!
It was one of the things which I regretted most in my life, and never
ceased to regret, that I had been the unwilling cause of Lord Allenby's
resignation. He was a great soldier and a great gentleman, and I ad-
mired and respected him immensely as such. I served him as his
second-in-command for nearly six months, and at the end of that
time, though he persisted to the end in calling me the Minister
Plenipotentiary, we were, I think, good friends, and I believe that he
had complete confidence in me.
Many years kter and just before he died, he came out to the Argen-
tine when I was Ambassador there to catch the land-locked sahnon
which thrive in the waters at the foot of the Andes. He stayed with
me at the Embassy and I took him down in a special train (a forty-
eight-hours' trip) to Baraloche and the River Traful, and got some
satisfaction out of the thought that he would not have done this if he
had borne me personally any ill-will. Nor did I ever regard him as
being really responsible for those telegrams about my appointment
In one respect he was quite right. It had been a great mistake to give
me at that moment the rank of a Minister Plenipotentiary and to
blazon it abroad. It made the Egyptians think that, if I was not coming
out actually to replace him, I would be at least in a position to override
his authority. That impression he had every cause to resent. At the
same time at the Residency itself it was no novelty. TheNumber Two
in Cairo generally was a Minister Plenipotentiary, and Ernest Scott had
held that position up to a year or eighteen months before. I always
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